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Holy Communion is celebrated this evening at Trinity Lutheran
Church in the glad confidence that our Lord, as His Words say,
gives not only bread and wine, but also His true Body and Blood
for us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. Our Lord in-
vites to His table those who believe He is truly present, repent of
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive as He forgives us. Be-
cause Saint Paul reminds us that we can receive the Lord’s Supper
to our judgment, we are very careful to administer the Sacrament
only to those who are properly prepared. When we receive Holy
Communion, we publicly declare our agreement with the teach-
ings of the church from which we receive it. Therefore, if you are

not yet a member of this congregation, a sister congregation of

the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and if you have not previ-

ously spoken to the Pastor about Holy Communion, please refrain

from coming forward to receive Communion until you have first

spoken with the Pastor. If you cannot receive the Lord’s Supper
but desire a blessing, please join us at the Communion rail and
cross your arms over your chest to tell the pastor of your intent.

+ In Nomine Jesu +

Opening Hymn Of the Father’s Love Begotten LSB 384
Confession p. 184
Introit
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P: When all was still, and it was | midnight,*
Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the
| royal throne.

C Why do the | nations rage*
and the peoples | plot in vain?

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel to- | gether,*

against the LORD and against his a- | nointed.
He who sits in the | heavens laughs;*

the Lord holds them in de- | rision.
Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,*

and terrify them in his fury, | saying,
‘‘ As for me, I have | set my King*

on Zion, my | holy hill.’’

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forev er. | Amen.

P: When all was still, and it was | midnight,*
Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the
| royal throne.

Kyrie p. 186
Gloria Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368

Collect
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P: O God, You make this most holy night to shine with
the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we have
known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may
also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.

Old Testament Isaiah 9:2-7 (ESV)
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. You
have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice
before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they
divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and
ev ery garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. For
to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold
it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Gradual

C: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of
our God.*

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the
earth.
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The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has rev ealed his righteousness in the sight of
the | nations.

Epistle Titus 2:11-14 (ESV)
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to
live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age,
waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gav e himself for us to redeem us
from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own
possession who are zealous for good works.

Alleluia Hymn Let our Gladness Have No End LSB 381

Gospel Luke 2:1-20 (ESV)
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This was the first registration when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each
to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gav e
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, ‘‘Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
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manger.’’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,

‘‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom he is pleased!’’

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, ‘‘Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.’’ And
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying
in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying
that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up
all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

Nicene Creed p. 191

Hymn Angels From the Realms of Glory LSB 367

Sermon The True Message Luke 2:1-20

Offertory p. 192

Offering

Prayers

Lord’s Supper p. 194
Distribution It Came Upon a Midnight Clear LSB 366

The Infant Priest was Holy Born LSB 624
What Child is This LSB 370
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Nunc Dimittis p. 199
Collect p. 201

Salutation p. 201
Benedicamus p. 202
Benediction p. 202
Hymn Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363

+ Solo Deo Gloria +

-----------------------------

Advent / Christmas / Epiphany

Special Services

Advent Weekday services begin at 12:00 p.m.

Evening services begin at 7:00 p.m.

Date Day Name Title Text

12/24/25 Christmas Eve Christmas: The Savior Luke 2:1-14

12/25/25 Christmas Day Christmas: The Word John 1:14-18

12/31/25 New Year’s Eve The Name Above All Names Luke 2:21

01/06/26 Epiphany Pastor Williams preachingJoint at St. Paul — Fulda
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From Luther’s Christmas Day Sermon - 1530

Therefore this is the chief article, which separates us from all the
heathen, that you, O man, may not only learn that Christ, born of the virgin,
is the Lord and Savior, but also accept the fact that he is your Lord and
Savior, that you may be able to boast in your hear: I hear the Word that
sounds from heaven and says: This child who is born of the virgin is not only
his mother’s son. I have more than the mother’s estate; he is more mine than
Mary’s, for he was born for me, for the angel said, "To you" is born the
Savior. Then ought you to say, Amen, I thank thee, dear Lord.

But then reason says: Who knows? I believe that Christ, born of the
virgin, is the Lord and Savior and he may perhaps help Peter and Paul, but for
me, a sinner, he was not born. But even if you believed that much, it would
still not be enough, unless there were added to it the faith that he was born for
you. For he was not born merely in order that I should honor the mother, that
she should be praised because he was born of the virgin mother. This honor
belongs to none except her and it is not to be despised, for the angel said,
"Blessed are you among women!" [Luke 1:28]. But it must not be too highly
esteemed lest one deny what is written here: "To you is born this day the
Savior." He was not merely concerned to be born of a virgin; it was infinitely
more than that. It was this, as she herself sings in the Magnificat: "He has
helped his servant Israel" [Luke 1:54]; not that he was born of me and my
virginity but born for you and for your benefit, not only for my honor.
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