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Holy Communion is celebrated this morning at Trinity Lutheran
Church in the glad confidence that our Lord, as His Words say,
gives not only bread and wine, but also His true Body and Blood
for us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. Our Lord in-
vites to His table those who believe He is truly present, repent of
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive as He forgives us. Be-
cause Saint Paul reminds us that we can receive the Lord’s Supper
to our judgment, we are very careful to administer the Sacrament
only to those who are properly prepared. When we receive Holy
Communion, we publicly declare our agreement with the teach-
ings of the church from which we receive it. Therefore, if you are

not yet a member of this congregation, a sister congregation of

the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and if you have not previ-

ously spoken to the Pastor about Holy Communion, please refrain

from coming forward to receive Communion until you have first

spoken with the Pastor. If you cannot receive the Lord’s Supper
but desire a blessing, please join us at the Communion rail and
cross your arms over your chest to tell the pastor of your intent.

+ In Nomine Jesu +

Opening Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379
Confession p. 184
Introit
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P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of
Peace.

C Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done |
marvelous things!*

His right hand and his holy arm have worked
sal- | vation for him.

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has rev ealed his righteousness in the sight of
the | nations.

He has remembered his steadfast love and
faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*

All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation | of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forev er. | Amen.

P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of
Peace.

Kyrie p. 186
Gloria p. 187
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Collect

P: Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-
begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the
bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Old Testament Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38 (ESV)

In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the
month, the tabernacle was erected. Moses erected the tabernacle.
He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and
raised up its pillars. And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and
put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded
Moses. He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put the
poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. And he
brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen,
and screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded
Moses. ...

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of
the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter
the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of
the LORD filled the tabernacle. Throughout all their journeys,
whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the
people of Israel would set out. But if the cloud was not taken up,
then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. For the
cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it
by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their
journeys.

Gradual
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C: Blessed is he who comes in the name | of the
LORD!*

The LORD is God, and he has made his light
to shine up- | on us.

This is the LORD’s | doing;*
it is marvelous | in our eyes.

Epistle Titus 3:4-7 (ESV)

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by
his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal
life.

Alleluia Let Our Gladness Have No End LSB 381

Gospel John 1:1-18 (ESV)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All
things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might
believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness
about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through
him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his
own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him,
who believed in his name, he gav e the right to become children of
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God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of
the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace
and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, This was he
of whom I said, He who comes after me ranks before me, because
he was before me.) And from his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the
only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

Nicene Creed p. 191

Hymn A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383

Sermon The Word Made Flesh John 1:14-18

Offertory p. 192

Offering

Prayers

Lord’s Supper p. 194
Distribution O Sing of Christ, Whose Birth Made Known LSB 362

Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face LSB 631
Gentle Mary Laid Her Child LSB 374

Nunc Dimittis p. 199
Collect p. 201

Salutation p. 201
Benedicamus p. 202
Benediction p. 202
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Hymn Joy to the World LSB 387

+ Solo Deo Gloria +

-----------------------------

Advent / Christmas / Epiphany

Special Services

Advent Weekday services begin at 12:00 p.m.

Evening services begin at 7:00 p.m.

Date Day Name Title Text

12/25/25 Christmas Day Christmas: The Word John 1:14-18

12/31/25 New Year’s Eve The Name Above All Names Luke 2:21

01/06/26 Epiphany Pastor Williams preachingJoint at St. Paul — Fulda
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From Luther’s Sermon for the Principle Christmas Service

This is the most important of the Gospels of the church year, and yet it
is not, as some think, obscure or difficult. For upon it is clearly founded the
important article of faith concerning the divinity of Christ, with which all
Christians ought to be acquainted, and which they are able to understand.
Nothing is too great for faith. Therefore let us consider this Gospel lesson in
the simplest manner possible, and not as the scholastics did with their
fabricated subtleties, conceal its doctrine from the common people and
frighten them away from it. There is no need of many fine and sharp
distinctions, but only of a plain, simple explanation of the words of the text.

In the first place, we should know that all that the apostles taught and
wrote, they took out of the Old Testament; for in it all things are proclaimed
that were to be fulfilled later in Christ, and were to be preached, as Paul says
in Rom. 1:2: ‘‘God promised afore the Gospel of his son Jesus Christ through
his prophets in the Holy Scriptures.’’ Therefore all their preaching is based
upon the Old Testament, and there is not a word in the New Testament that
does not look back into the Old, where it had been foretold.

Thus we have seen in the Epistle how the divinity of Christ is
confirmed by the Apostle from passages in the Old Testament. For the New
Testament is nothing more than a revelation of the Old. Just as one receives a
sealed letter which is not to be opened until after the writer’s death, so the
Old Testament is the will and testament of Christ, which he has had opened
after his death and read and everywhere proclaimed through the Gospel, as it
is declared in Rev. 5:5, where the Lamb of God alone is able to open the book
with the seven seals, which no one else could open, neither in heaven, nor on
earth, nor under the earth.

8/


